Exodus 14:10-31

'UAs Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were
the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried
out to the LorD. ''They said to Moses, “Was it because there were
no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the
wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of

Egypt? '“Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us
alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better
for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” **But
Moses said to the people, “"Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the
deliverance that the LorRD will accomplish for you today; for the
Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see

again. ““The LorD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”

'>Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the
Israelites to go forward. ‘°But you lift up your staff, and stretch out
your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into
the sea on dry ground. *’Then I will harden the hearts of the
Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory
for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his
chariot drivers. ‘®And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD,
when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and
his chariot drivers.” *The angel of God who was going before the
Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud
moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. *°It
came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the
cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did
not come near the other all night.

“'Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove
the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into
dry land; and the waters were divided. “°The Israelites went into the
sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right
and on their left. >°The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea
after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot

drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian
army into panic. °’He clogged their chariot wheels so that they
turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the



Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” “°Then
the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that
the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots
and chariot drivers.” ?’So Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the
Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the

sea. “°The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot
drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the
sea; not one of them remained. “’But the Israelites walked on dry
ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their
right and on their left. *°Thus the LoRD saved Israel that day from
the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the

seashore. “'Israel saw the great work that the LorRD did against the
Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in

the LORD and in his servant Moses.

Exodus 16:1-5

1 6The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim; and

Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and
Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had
departed from the land of Egypt. “The whole congregation of the
Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the

wilderness. “The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the
hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots
and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” “Then

the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for
you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for
that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my
instruction or not. °On the sixth day, when they prepare what they
bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.”



Numbers 13:17-14:10

'’Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them,
“Go up there into the Negeb, and go up into the hill country, *®and
see what the land is like, and whether the people who live in it are
strong or weak, whether they are few or many, ‘°and whether the
land they live in is good or bad, and whether the towns that they
live in are unwalled or fortified, “and whether the land is rich or
poor, and whether there are trees in it or not. Be bold, and bring
some of the fruit of the land.” Now it was the season of the first ripe
grapes.

*1So they went up and spied out the land from the wilderness of Zin
to Rehob, near Lebo-hamath. “*They went up into the Negeb, and
came to Hebron; and Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the Anakites,
were there. (Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in

Egypt.) °’And they came to the Wadi Eshcol, and cut down from
there a branch with a single cluster of grapes, and they carried it on
a pole between two of them. They also brought some pomegranates
and figs. ““That place was called the Wadi Eshcol, because of the
cluster that the Israelites cut down from there. “°At the end of forty
days they returned from spying out the land.

“°And they came to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of
the Israelites in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought
back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them
the fruit of the land. ?’And they told him, “*We came to the land to
which you sent us; it flows with milk and honey, and this is its

fruit. “®Yet the people who live in the land are strong, and the towns
are fortified and very large; and besides, we saw the descendants of
Anak there. °The Amalekites live in the land of the Negeb; the
Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites live in the hill country; and
the Canaanites live by the sea, and along the Jordan.” “°But Caleb
quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once
and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” *'Then the men
who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up against
this people, for they are stronger than we.” **So they brought to the
Israelites an unfavorable report of the land that they had spied out,
saying, “The land that we have gone through as spies is a land that
devours its inhabitants; and all the people that we saw in it are of



great size. *“There we saw the Nephilim (the Anakites come from
the Nephilim); and to ourselves we seemed like grasshoppers, and
so we seemed to them.”

14Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people

wept that night. And all the Israelites complained against Moses
and Aaron; the whole congregation said to them, “"Would that we
had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this
wilderness! *Why is the LORD bringing us into this land to fall by the
sword? Our wives and our little ones will become booty; would it not
be better for us to go back to Egypt?” “So they said to one another,
“Let us choose a captain, and go back to Egypt.”

"Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of
the congregation of the Israelites. °And Joshua son of Nun and
Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out
the land, tore their clothes “and said to all the congregation of the
Israelites, “The land that we went through as spies is an
exceedingly good land. °If the LORD is pleased with us, he will bring
us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and
honey. “Only, do not rebel against the LORD; and do not fear the
people of the land, for they are no more than bread for us; their
protection is removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not
fear them.” '°But the whole congregation threatened to stone them.
Then the glory of the LORD appeared at the tent of meeting to all the
Israelites.



